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Bee-friendly borders & flower meadows

Quakers Walk Plan 2021    www.meadowinmygarden.co.uk2

Flowers have been introduced to areas of grass by 
removing the turf and either sowing seeds or planting 
perennials into these areas.

Plant species have been chosen for their benefits to 
bees and other pollinators and also for their hardiness 
and drought tolerance. Nevertheless, flower borders will 
need some watering through periods of drought and 
some weeding by hand.  Chemical weedkillers would not 
be acceptable in a public park where children, pets and 
wildlife could be harmed by them.

It is essential that the grassy areas immediately 
surrounding any herbaceous borders and ornamental 
flower meadows, be kept short, being mown on a 
regular basis, and all clippings removed.

“Garden-on-a-roll” is a simple solution to managing 
community planting initiatives.

“Garden-on-a-roll” wildlife-friendly flower border in its 
second year.

Flower meadow sowing is a very effective way of enhancing areas for the public 
to enjoy and increasing biodiversity by providing food and habitat for a wide 
range of insects.

This row of trees on the south side of the 
playing area could be transformed by 
sowing  a meandering drift of pollinator-
friendly meadow flowers. 



Spring bulbs
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Following on from last year’s successful planting of around 10,000 bulbs, we aim to continue with more planting this autumn and every autumn for several years to come. The resulting early 
spring flowers provide essential forage for hungry bees and other insects that have survived the winter. These insects in turn represent essential food for birds and other preditors. 
At Quaker’s Walk, the shaded areas under trees could be home to a sea of native bluebells. 

native dafodills

snakeshead fritillary

native bluebells

winter aconite

snowdrops

lodden lily

wood anemones

cyclamen



Mowing Regimes
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Large areas of Quaker’s Walk are left unmown throughout the 
summer, for the benefit of nature. A wide variety of wild flowers 
including orchids have been able to flourish in the long grass. 
By adopting a sensitive mowing regime, Quaker’s Walk is able 
to provide an important food source for bees, butterflies and 
other insects, who depend upon the wild flowers and flowering 
grasses. Hedgehogs, frogs, toads, newts and birds also need 
longer grass to thrive.

The mown paths create a neat contrast to the 
wilder areas and these mown areas need to be cut 
short and all the grass clippings removed, creating 
a surface that is suitable for walkers.

At the end of the growing season, the long grass is 
mown and removed from site. 
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A wide mown path, meanders the whole 
length of Quakers walk and is approximately 
2 m wide. Grass clippings must be removed 
to keep the mown paths neat and healthy.

The grass that edges the tarmac paths, is 
mown short at a width of approximately 1 
m (and all clippings removed).

Areas around flower borders are also cut short 
so that the long grass doesn’t invade the flower 
borders. Grass clippings must be removed and 
not left on the ground, where they would choke 
up the new growth.
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Trees and hedgerows
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The beautiful tree lined walk provides a wonderful sense of the importance placed on tree planting 
by previous generations. Planting in the ‘buffer zone’ in recent decades has continued this legacy.

With only 9% tree cover in Wiltshire, set against a 13% national average (and a 36% European average), 
there is a great deal that needs to be done as a matter of urgency, and there is lots of opportunity to 
be really ambitious within the scope of this biodiversity project.

Recent planting of fruit trees in modest numbers has met with an enthusiastic response from 
users of this green space, and an active resident/volunteer group is happy to donate time for more 
planting. Some vandalism needs to be expected, and will impact the final number of trees reaching 
maturity.

It is proposed that residents are invited to each ‘plant a tree for the jubilee’ as part of the Queen’s 
Green Canopy (QGC) scheme in honour of the legacy she has built. A target of 70 new trees will 
create a green legacy of its own, with every tree planted bringing benefits for people, wildlife and 
climate, now and for the future.

All kinds of groups such as resident associations, sports clubs, parish 
councils, scouts, guides and many more are being invited to apply for 
Woodland Trust free tree packs, so this is very easy to achieve with 
minimal costs.

We would welcome further discussion about investing in an imposing 
‘QGC OAK’ of a reasonable size to stand at the southern end of the site, 
in recognition of the Queen’s service, and leadership of the nation.

Native hedgerow planting provides extremely valuable habitat and 
food source for birds and other wildlife. On the image below, the 
yellow line indicates an example of where a stretch of hedgerow 
planting can create a bridge between the built environment and the 
natural landscape 



Benches, logs and other features
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Seating creates a space to pause and take in a view or to meet with friends and neighbours. There are 
currently only a few benches in Quaker’s Walk and for many people, these represent an essential rest on 
a journey, without which outings on foot may be difficult or even impossible.  

Benches can be of a traditional design with a slatted back or very simple (see image, left). 

The positioning of seating requires careful consideration and needs to be inkeeping with the 
surroundings, appropriate to the usage and sturdy enough to withstand wear and tear in a  public space.

Large logs and felled tree trunks can create rich 
wildlife habitat and can also serve to divert foot 
traffic in order to protect particular edges and 
areas from erosion (see below).

Willow is a key species for biodiversity and can be used to create either 
temporary or permanant living structures such as tunnels, that provide 
shade and opportunities for play. 



Signage 
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First impressions are important with signage. Signage usually requires clarity and simplicity and much is 
communicated before any text has even been read. In our daily lives, the content of many signs is about 
traffic control or restrictions of some kind, with warnings of penalties if not adherred to. The style of a 
sign can let us know, for instance, the severity of danger by its size, the colours used and the choice of 
typeface. Some signs look half-hearted, and little thought has been put into how its messages might be 
read and received. 

As a community space it is important reflects the nature of the space and that it conveys commitment, 
care, inclusivity and mutual respect.  As a wildlife corridor adjacent to housing, the materials should, as 
far as is possible, appropriate to the surroundings. 

Whether a sign looks authoratative or hand-made should depend on who it is intended for and what it 
is trying to achieve. The quantity of signage also requires consideration. In a rural or semi-rural setting, 
keeping signage to a minimum is often preferable. 

Hand-made signs are used here to mark a community gardening 
project at Quakers Walk.



About Meadow in my Garden
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Meadow in my Garden is a Community Interest Company which has initiated and 
supported numerous community biodiversity projects in and around Devizes over the 
past decade. We offer advice, design services and project management for transforming 
public green spaces with an emphasis on community engagement. We also supply seeds 
and plants and actively participate on a  practical level, organising work parties for bulb 
planting, ground preparation and seed sowing. 
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Short mown grass

Bulb planting (carried out in autumn 2020)

Bulb planting (to be scheduled)

Bluebell planting (to be scheduled)

Bee-friendly flower meadows and borders

Fruit trees 

Queen’s Canopy Oak 

Logs (positioned to protect eroding edges)

Additional Seating 

play area (existing)
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