
 
 
 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Planning Committee at the 
following, place and date. 
 
Date: Tuesday, 30th August 2022 
Time:  7pm 
Place: Cheese Hall, The Town Hall, St John’s Street, Devizes 
Enquiries:   Tel: 01380 723333 
  
Chairman: Deputy Mayor, Councillor Stevens 
Mayor: Councillor Corbett 
 
Councillors: Bridewell  Britten   Brown  

 Burton   East   Gay  
 Geddes  Giraud-Saunders Greenwood  
 Hopkins  Hoult   Hunter 
 Nash   Oliver   Ormerod 
 Pennington  Rose    Wallis  
 Wooldridge  

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. MINUTES  
 
 To approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the 
 minutes of the meeting held on 16th August 2022  and which have been 
 circulated alongside the agenda. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
3. DISCLOSURE(S) OF INTEREST 
 
 To receive any disclosure(s) of interest by a Councillor or an officer in 

matters to be considered at this meeting, in accordance with provisions 
of Sections 94 or 117 of the Local Government Act 1972 or the 
National Code of Local Government Conduct. 

 
4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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 At the Chairman’s discretion, members of the public attending the 

meeting will be allowed to ask questions, make a statement or address 
the Council upon a matter of concern to that person which is relevant to 
the Council.  A time limit of 5 minutes per person will be permitted, but 
this may be extended at the Chairman’s discretion and a maximum 
period of 20 minutes has been allocated by the Council for this item of 
business. 

 
5. REPORT FOR DECISION – PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR 

CONSIDERATION 
 Details of Planning Applications for Consideration are attached (doc 

5/1). 
 
Members wishing to make enquiries about any of the applications listed 
or inspect plans before the meeting are advised to do so on line at 
Wiltshire Council. 
 

6. REPORT FOR INFORMATION – WILTSHIRE COUNCIL’S NOTICE 
OF PLANS GRANTED OR REFUSED 
 
Attached (doc 6/1) a list of plans granted, refused or withdrawn. 

 
7. REPORT FOR INFORMATION – DEVIZES SCHOOL LAND SALE  
 

Representatives from the White Horse Federation of Schools will be 
attending the meeting to give an overview of the proposal to sell off 
land which is excess to requirements and provide committee members 
with an opportunity to ask relevant questions. 
 
The trustees of The White Horse Federation, in conjunction with the 
Local Governing Body of Devizes School, are proposing to sell 
approximately 3.29 acres (1.33 hectares) of land that is currently 
owned by the school, to a residential developer. 
 
By doing so, the school hopes to release a significant amount of capital 
to reinvest into maintaining and modernising school infrastructure; 
enhancing school and community sports and performing arts facilities. 
The plan is to support the school to working more closely with the local 
community which will better facilitate physical, mental and economic 
wellbeing of the students. It is estimated that the investment could be in 
the region of £3.5m - £5m depending on planning permission and the 
prevailing market. 
 
If approved, the entirety of all sums raised will be reinvested into the 
school so they can re-design sports facilities and learning spaces to fit 
current educational standards. 
 
The school has already undertaken some stakeholder consultation and 
they have been invited to a meeting of Devizes Town Council’s 
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Planning committee to provide further information and answer any 
questions members may have. 
 
Set out below is a plan of the site showing the proposed areas to be 
sold hatched in pink. 

 

 
 
To provide an idea of the impact the sale of land will have on the available 
playing field, the school has prepared layouts for the site before and after the 
proposed sale. 
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8. REPORT FOR DECISION – WILTSHIRE COUNCIL EVENT PARKING 
CONSULTATION   

 
 Recommendation 

That the committee decides if it wishes to make a further comment on 
the Wiltshire Council event parking consultation. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
To consider Wiltshire Council’s response to the Town Council’s 
comment during the Event Parking Consultation and decide if it wishes 
to make further representation.   
 
Background 
At a meeting of this committee on the 2nd August, it was agreed that 
officers should write to the Wiltshire Council portfolio holder for car 
parking, expressing forcefully the Committee’s dissatisfaction at the 
irrationality and  
unreasonableness of the event parking policy. 
 
In the letter to the portfolio holder, officers set out that Devizes Town 
Council was disappointed that the consultation was not designed for 
groups and organisations, as it is these who will be primarily affected 
by the changes.   
 
The letter went on to say the Town Council felt that the implications for 
changes to the event parking policy have not been properly thought 
through and there had been a lack of thought around how charges will 
be implemented. 
 
It was explained that  Devizes Town Council believes the logic behind 
the policy is fundamentally flawed, because whilst it recognises events 
using parking bays will preclude revenue being taken from those bays,  
those wishing to park will simply be displaced to other parking bays in 
the town, where Wiltshire Council will then collect its parking revenue, 
providing no loss of income; However, events will be potentially asked 
to pay a fee which is greater than the parking spaces are likely to 
generate in the same period through the collection of a parking fees. 
 
The letter goes on to say that it is recognised that town centre 
community events improve visitor numbers to a town and as such will 
increase the demand for parking spaces, from which again Wiltshire 
Council will benefit.  When it comes to the charging option, again it is 
difficult to understand the logic in that if the event requires a whole car 
park, the charge is based on the loss of revenue for the day, but if a 
partial closure is needed, there is still an opportunity to generate 
revenue but the event organisers are expected to pay an inflated 
charge.   
 
In summary it was made clear that Devizes Town Council is dissatisfied 
at the irrationality and unreasonableness of the proposed event parking 
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policy and it would ask that the event parking allocation be reinstated, 
as the argument has not been satisfactorily made that community 
events within our town centres, which support community cohesion, 
greater footfall in our high streets as well as supporting the local 
tourism economy, have a detrimental impact of parking revenue. 
 
Officers have now received a response to the Town Council’s 
comments, which sets out that during the Wiltshire Council budget 
setting process for the 2022/23, consultation on  expected income was 
undertaken, with the decision being made at Full Council in February 
2022. 
 
It was explained that the budget setting process did not change any 
arrangements for event parking, it just removed the free parking 
allocation to town councils.  So as displacement was already occurring 
with the arrangements, the income from that displacement is already 
assumed in the council’s parking budgets. 
 
Wiltshire Council notes that bay suspensions almost always cause 
displacement, be this suspension for a skip, or an event, therefore, the 
budgets are based upon that assumption. 
 
The current consultation is seeking views on the Event Charging Policy 
which Wiltshire Council already has charges for, including car park 
closures and bay suspensions.  Following the budget setting process, 
Wiltshire Council officers were asked to review the Event Policy bay 
suspension charges for 2023/24.   
 
Whilst Wiltshire Council officers are happy to have other proposals, 
above those set out in the consultation, it should be noted that this is 
not a budget setting consultation, only the rates charged, therefore any 
proposed outcomes would need to achieve the same financial income 
in totality for the charges for Event Policy.   
 
Only Town Councils have been consulted as the budget setting 
process was the town provision.  Wiltshire Council assumed the town 
councils knew all the events that went through their provision and how 
the charges would affect them. 
 
The Town Council’s comments about the reinstatement of the free 
parking to towns have been captured; However, the points raised were 
considered in the budget setting process.  
 
The response from Wiltshire Council goes on to say that income from 
parking supporting local good causes, therefore the challenge is that 
free event parking only gives a benefit if it is required and therefore 
when Wiltshire Council gave discretionary parking to town councils to 
allocate, only the events that required free parking were supported.  
Therefore, the challenge would be whether the need for the provision of 
parking should be the decider for support for an event or charity. 
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Wiltshire Council gives out considerable sums to support local 
communities which will go through an awarding process to ensure the 
allocation is fair.  With parking only being able to support an event that 
requires it, it could be argued that the normal awarding process of 
funding is far fairer as it will consider all applicants. 
 
The response was concluded by saying Wiltshire Council always 
endeavours to have fair policies with transparent funding. 
 
Options Considered 

The committee needs to decide if it wishes to make further 
comment on the matter of event parking charges to Wiltshire 
Council  

 
Implications and Risks  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 Officers are unaware of any financial or resource implication for 

the Council associated with this decision 
 
 Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  
 The Council will be considering this matter under its General 

Power of Competence 
  
 Environmental Implications 
 Officers are unaware of any environmental implication for the 

Council associated with this decision. 
 
 Risk Assessment  
  Officers are unaware of any risk implication for the Council 

associated with this decision. 
 
 Crime and Disorder 
 Officers are not aware of any issues the Council should consider 
 under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. 

 
9. QUESTION TIME 

 
A short time is allowed at the discretion of the Chairman for councillors 
to ask questions on matters which are not on the current agenda but 
which are related to matters which have been previously discussed on 
an agenda relevant to the committee.  
 
At least 24 hours’ notice must be given to officers of the intended 
question.  All other matters should be raised on an agenda and the 
request should be submitted though the Town Clerk 
 
 

TOWN CLERK 
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DOC 5/1 
 

 
Link to Plan ….05828 
Link to Plan ….06028 
Link to Plan ….06191 
Link to Plan ….06269 
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Link to Plan ….06524 
 
 

Back to Report 6 
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DOC 6/1 

 

 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS WHICH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HAVE EITHER 
GRANTED OR REFUSED PLANNING PERMISSION 
 
 

Reference Details Applicant Devizes 
Town 
Council 
Response 

Granted or 
Refused 

PL/2022/03632 Re-pitch roof of 
existing building to 
form loft conversion 
with rooflights and 
dormers. 
Alterations and 
small extension to 
ground floor at 
rear. Render 
existing brick 
elevations and 
provide new doors 
and windows – at 
Out Yonder, 
Hartfield 

Mrs Deb Minty No 
Objection  

Granted,  
11-08-2022 

PL/2022/04546 
Advertising  

Proposed non-
illuminated shop 
fascia with 
charity logo. 

Miss Jo Hindle No 
Objection  

Granted  
17/08/2022 

PL/2022/04546 
Listed  

Proposed non-
illuminated shop 
fascia with 
charity logo. 

Miss Jo Hindle No 
Objection  

Granted  
17/08/2022 

 

Back to Report 7 
 

 


