
Special Meeting 
DEVIZES TOWN 

COUNCIL 
 

You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Devizes Town Council 
Committee at the following, place and date. 
 
Date: 17th January 2023 
Time: 7pm Immediately before the Planning Committee meeting 
Venue: Assembly Room, Town Hall, St John’s Street, Devizes 
Enquiries:  Town Hall - Tel: 01380 723333 
  
Councillors: Bridewell  Britten   Brown   

 Corbett  East   Gay  
 Geddes  Giraud-Saunders Greenwood  
 Hopkins  Hoult   Hunter 
 Nash   Oliver   Ormerod 
 Pennington  Rose    Stevens  
 Wallis   Wooldridge 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. MINUTES 
  
 To approve as a correct record and authorise the Chairman to sign the 

minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on the 15th December 2022  
  

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

3. DISCLOSURE(S) OF INTEREST 
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 To receive any disclosures by a Councillor(s) and/or Officers in matters 
to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the provisions of 
Sections 94 or 117 of the Local Government Act 1972 or the National 
Code of Local Government Conduct. 

 

4. TO RECEIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 
 

5. TO ANSWER QUESTIONS (IF ANY) UNDER STANDING ORDER 
NO. 15. 

 

6. MINUTES OF MEETINGS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 Since the last meeting of the Council on 15th December the following 

Committees have taken place, whose minutes have been approved as 
a correct record and signed by the appropriate committee chairman. 

 
 The minutes of these meetings have been previously circulated to all 

members. 
   

COMMITTEE NAME COMMITTEE DATE 

Planning Committee 06 December 2022 
20 December 2022 
 

Recreation and Properties Committee 22 November 2022 

Community & Civic Resources 
Committee 

22 November 2022 (Special) 

    
NOTE:  Before dealing with the next item (No 7) the Council will wish to 
consider whether or not to suspend Standing Order No 5 (members to 
stand when speaking). If the Standing Order is to be suspended, it 
must be done by way of a proposition, duly seconded and carried. 

 
7. REPORT FOR DECISION – ADOPTION OF BUDGET FOR 

FINANCIAL YEAR  2023/24 
 

Recommendation 
The Council is recommended to agree the budget for the financial year            
 2023/24.  

Purpose of the Report 

To consider the budgeted income and expenditure for the financial year 
2023/24 and provide sufficient financial resources for any additional 
services which the Council may consider it wishes to adopt.   

 
 Background 

At the meeting of the Council on the 15th December, the Council should 
have sent its budget for 2023/24. However, following a steep price 
increase for electricity in the Shambles, which will result in the cost rising 
to £34k per annum, it was agreed that the Council defers adopting the 
budget and therefore the precept. The purpose of this deferral is to allow 
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time to consult with those operating within the Shambles as there was a 
general feeling that this increase in costs needs to be borne by those 
who make their living from the building rather than the council tax payer. 

 
Officers and members of the Finance Working Party have now met with 
trader and whilst it was recognised that it is necessary to increase 
charges and on the whole, not an unreasonable, given the last increase 
was back in 2019, traders did make a few recommendations that officers 
have taken on board. Based on this consultation, whilst it was hoped that 
the cost of the electricity charge could be met by those who use the 
building, without impacting on the financial return the Council gets from 
the Shambles this is now looking unlikely, so there may need to be a 
small increase on the precept than that forecasted in December.  
  

 Officers, have new updated the budget presented to the Council on the 
15th December to include the increased electricity cost for the Shambles 
and a forecasted adjustment in Shambles income, and a full copy of the 
amended draft budget is attached at Doc 7/1. 

 
 It should be noted that the deadline that Wiltshire Council has given town 

and parish councils to set their precepts is the 18th January 2023. After 
that time Wiltshire Council reserves the right to set the precept on behalf 
of Councils, based on the 2022/23 budget. 

  
Options Considered 
The Council needs to decide if it feels that the proposed budget is in line 
with the level of services it wishes to deliver in 2023/24. 
 
Implications & Risks 

Financial and Resource Implications 
The budget reflects the Council’s ability to fund its financial and 
resource needs for the financial year 2023/24. 
 
Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  
The Council will be considering this matter under its power of 
General Competence 
     
Environmental Implications  
Officers are not aware of any environmental implications 
associated with this decision. 

 
       Risk Assessment  

Not setting a budget would leave the Council open to challenge by 
the auditors for financial mismanagement.  In addition, the Council 
will not be able to set a precept and therefore will have its precept 
imposed by Wiltshire Council. 

 
 Crime and Disorder 

Officers are not aware of any implications Under Section 17 of the 
Crime and Disorder act 1998 
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8. REPORT FOR DECISION – AGREE PRECEPT FOR FINANCIAL 
YEAR 2023/24 

 
Recommendation 
The Council is required to set the precept for the financial year 
2023/2024 in accordance with the agreed budget for the same period. 

 
Purpose of the Report 
The purpose of this report is for the Council to pass a resolution setting 
the precept for financial year 2023/2024. 

 
 Background 

Before this agenda item, the Committee will have reviewed the 
proposed estimates for financial year 2023/2024.  
 
In agreeing the budget, there is a calculation for the sum needed to 
fund the anticipated expenditure.  
 
The Committee is now required to formally agree this figure and set the 
level of precept for financial year 2023/2024, which will be served on 
Wiltshire Council. 

 
 Options Considered 
  Members are required to set a level of precept in line with the budget 

for financial year 2023/2024. 
 
 Implications & Risks 
 
  Financial and Resource Implications 

The precept underpins the agreed financial budget and therefore 
must be set in accordance with that budget. 

 
  Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  

Under section 41 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 
the Council has a power to raise finance though local taxation.  

 
  Environmental Implications 

  Officers are not aware of any environmental implications 
associated with setting the 2023/2024 precept. 

 
  Risk Assessment  

  If the Council were not to set a precept, the Unitary Council has 
the power to set a precept on the Town Council’s behalf.  If this 
were to happen, the Town Council might not be able to fund its 
agreed expenditure. 

 
  Crime and Disorder 

Officers are not aware of any issues the Council should consider 
under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder act 1998. 
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9. TO PASS THE FOLLOWING SEALING RESOLUTION 
 

THAT The Common Seal of the Council be affixed to, or 
the Town Clerk sign on behalf of the Council where 
appropriate, any Orders, Deeds or Documents 
necessary to give effect to any of the matters and 
recommendations contained in the reports 
received and adopted at this meeting, or other 
decisions of the Council therein. 

 
10. QUESTION TIME 
 
 A short time is allowed at the discretion of the Town Mayor for 

councillors to ask questions on matters which are not on the current 
agenda but which are related to matters which have been previously 
discussed on an agenda relevant to the committee.  
 
At least 24 hours’ notice must be given to officers of the intended 
question.  All other matters should be raised on an agenda and the 
request should be submitted though the Town Clerk 

 
 
11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 At the Chairman’s discretion, members of the public attending the 

meeting will be allowed to ask questions addressed to the Chairman 
concerning the administration, function or responsibilities of the Council 
or upon a matter, which was the subject of debate at the meeting. A 
person may also be permitted to make a statement or address the 
Council upon a matter of concern to that person which is relevant to 
local government, or to the Council’s administration or upon a subject, 
which may be of general interest to the Council.   A time limit of 5 
minutes per person will be permitted, but this may be extended at the 
Chairman’s discretion and a maximum period of 20 minutes has been 
allocated by the Council for this item of business. 

 
 

 
 

Peter Corbett  
 

Town Mayor 
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Doc 7/1 
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