
 
 
 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Planning Committee at the 
following place, date and time. 
 
Date: 14th February 2023  
Time:  7pm 
Place: Assembly Room, The Town Hall, St John’s Street, Devizes 
Enquiries:   Tel: 01380 723333 
  
Chairman: Deputy Mayor, Councillor Stevens 
Mayor: Councillor Corbett 
 
Councillors: Bridewell  Britten   Brown   

 East   Gay   Geddes 
 Giraud-Saunders Greenwood   Hopkins 
 Hoult   Hunter  Nash  
 Oliver   Ormerod  Pennington 
 Rose    Wallis   Wooldridge  

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. MINUTES  
 

 To approve as a correct record, and authorise the Chairman to sign, 
the minutes of the meetings held on the 17th January 2023 and 31st 
January 2023, which have been circulated alongside the agenda. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
3. DISCLOSURE(S) OF INTEREST 
 

 To receive any disclosure(s) of interest by a Councillor or an officer in 
matters to be considered at this meeting, in accordance with provisions 
of Sections 94 or 117 of the Local Government Act 1972 or the 
National Code of Local Government Conduct. 

 
4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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 At the Chairman’s discretion, members of the public attending the 
meeting will be allowed to ask questions, make a statement, or address 
the Council upon a matter of concern to that person which is relevant to 
the Council.  A time limit of 5 minutes per person will be permitted, but 
this may be extended at the Chairman’s discretion and a maximum 
period of 20 minutes has been allocated by the Council for this item of 
business. 

 
5. REPORT FOR DECISION – PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR 

CONSIDERATION 
 

Details of Planning Applications for Consideration are attached here: 
[Doc5/1] 
 
Members wishing to make enquiries about any of the applications listed 
or inspect plans before the meeting are advised to do so online at 
Wiltshire Council. 
 

6. REPORT FOR INFORMATION – WILTSHIRE COUNCIL’S NOTICE 
OF PLANS GRANTED OR REFUSED 
 
Attached here [Doc 6/1] are a list of plans granted, refused or 
withdrawn. 

 
7. REPORT FOR DECISION – EV CHARGING POINTS 
 
 Recommendation 

That the Council considers whether it wishes to support an increase in 
the number of EV charging points in Devizes by making an investment 
through its CIL funding. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
For the Council to decide if it wishes to make some form of financial 
commitment through CIL funding to provide additional EV charging 
points in the Devizes area. 
 
Background 

 
 At the end of 2022, Wiltshire Council sought expressions of interest 
from Town and Parish Councils to join their framework for providing EV 
(electric vehicle) charging points in their respective towns. Officers 
whom are conscious of the current limited availability of EV Charging in 
Devizes have made an expression of interest for 3 sites within the town 
centre and a further expression of interest for a residential EV charger 
within the Forty Acres Area. 
 
The Scheme led by Wiltshire Council, and delivered by their EV 
charging partner Joju, provides the Town Council with a Wiltshire 
Council grant of £2,500 per unit towards the installation cost with a 
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further grant of up to 60% of the capital cost from the OZEV grant 
scheme.   
 
Just before Christmas, Officers were informed that the expression of 
interest submitted by the Town Council has been accepted by Wiltshire 
Council and feasibility studies would be undertaken on the three town 
centre EV charging points, one being in the Central Car Park, one 
being in the West Central Car Park and the third one being outside the 
Town Hall.  The reason three different sites were chosen was because 
the OZEV grant helps fund EV chargers that price EV charging for 
residents who do not have their own off-street parking.  Officers were 
also informed that no decision has been made on the EV charges 
request within the residential area. 
 
The feasibility studies for the three town centre location sites surprises 
Officers as the cost for the three units was in excess of 53k. In addition 
to this, what was believed to be a grant of up to 60% from OZEV is 
capped at £7500 per unit and thus, for the Devizes project, the grant is 
only 42% of the capital cost. 
 
Below, Officers have set out the current project costs based on 
Wiltshire Council’s framework. 
 

Capital Cost  Funding  Costs  

Total feasibility estimates 
for supply of EV charge 
units plus installation  

 £53,223.75 

Total Wiltshire Council 
Grant 

£7,500.00 
 

Total OZEV Grant £22,500.00  

Contribution Needed from 
the Council  

£23,223.75 
 

Total  £53,223.75 £53,223.75 

   

Revenue Costs  Funding  Costs  

Annual back-office costs  

Paid For by 
Wiltshire Council 
as part of the 
framework. 

£864.00 

Maintenance Costs  

Paid for by 
Wiltshire Council 
as part of the 
framework. 

£450.00 

Electricity  

Paid for by 
Wiltshire Council 
as part of the 
framework. 

Unknown, but 
estimated at 

3608 kWhs per 
year 

Total 
Paid for by 
Wiltshire 
Council as part 

£1,314 
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of the 
framework. 

   

Revenue Generation  

Retained by 
Wiltshire Council 
as part of the 
framework. 

Unknown  

    
 
In addition to the known costs, as set out in the above table, there 
could well be Traffic Order costs and loss of parking revenue costs 
which will be met by Wiltshire Council the Framework Arrangement.   
 
Officers have flagged concerns that the Wiltshire Council Framework 
was portrayed as a way for the Town Council to be able to support an 
increase in EV chargers within a town, at what was believed to be a 
manageable cost. However, Officers feel that based on the costs 
provided under the framework, such a project would not represent 
good value for Town and Parish Councils. 
 
One option may be to install EV chargers outside the framework, which 
would reduce the grant from Wiltshire Council and may incur additional 
costs, but would mean that the Town Council would retain the revenue 
from the machine. Officers have raised this with Wiltshire Council who 
are considering such implications and what the cost of the Traffic 
Orders might be. 
 
The next stage is to make an application to the OZEV grant fund to see 
if the project does meet their criteria and what level of funding the 
project will attract. However, Officers wanted guidance from Members 
to determine if a project to increase the number of EV charging units is 
something the Council would want to pursue. There is clearly quite a 
substantial capital cost which has not been budgeted for, but it is a cost 
that CIL revenue could fund. 
 
Options Considered 
 

Officers are seeking guidance from members to determine if 
they wish the council to pursue options to provided Town 
Council funded additional EV charging points in the town.  

 
Implications and Risks  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 Officers have set out estimated financial or resource implication 

for the Council associated with this decision, but at this time they 
are not fully know. 
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 Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  
 The Council will be considering this matter under its General 

Power of Competence. 
  
 Environmental Implications 
 Officers are unaware of any environmental implication for the 

Council associated with this decision. 
 
 Risk Assessment  
  Officers are unaware of any risk implication for the Council 

associated with this decision. 
 
 Crime and Disorder 

Officers are not aware of any issues the Council should consider 
under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder act 1998. 

 
 
8. REPORT FOR DECISION – IDENTIFIED ALTERNATIVE LONDON 

ROAD CYCLE ROUTE 
 

Recommendation 
That the Committee consider the request received from Cycle Friendly 
Devizes to improve an alternative cycle route to London Road and 
decides if Devizes Town Council would take this project on with the 
support of Cycle Friendly Devizes. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
To consider a request by Cycle Friendly Devizes that the Town Council 
supports and takes forward an alternative cycle route to London Road  
 
Background 
 
Officers have received a request from Cycle Friendly Devizes, attached 
at [Doc 8/1], seeking support from the Town Council for an alternative 
cycle route to London Road and a commitment that this Council will 
lead on its delivery. 
 
The report sets out concerns that cyclists do not feel safe cycling 
around Devizes, particularly along London Road. Evidence was 
collected from local bodies such as The Well Being on the Green, 
Devizes Sustainability Fair and LCWIP promotional event at Corn 
Exchange.  The report highlights that feeling unsafe stops people from 
cycling. What would make them feel safer is segregated cycle paths 
and reducing speed limits to 20mph on streets. The report also goes 
on to say that the public would like to see existing cycle infrastructure 
improved. 
 
The Committee will be aware that an LCWIP is being developed for 
Devizes, however fears are expressed in the report that the main 
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purpose of the LCWIP is to have major cycle infrastructure schemes 
which Wiltshire Council can use to put in bids to Active Travel England 
for funding. These would be very large, expensive projects and would 
take a long delivery time. 
 
Cycle Friendly Devizes feels that it is time bring focus back onto the 
identified alternative London Road route. There are a few issues 
attached to this that make it difficult and inaccessible for all legitimate 
users, including those who use a non -standard bike.  The report 
explains that there are small improvements, such as barrier removal, 
which can be achieved relatively quickly, easily and cheaply compared 
to a segregated route on London Road. Cycle Friendly Devizes feels 
that it could address the immediate safety issues of cycling along 
London Road by providing another option. They propose a route that 
joins up parks and residential areas that children and parents can use, 
with all the benefits that active travelling brings. It would also benefit 
those with disabilities by removing barriers to cycling and walking and 
upholding equality of access. 
 
Attached to the agenda [Doc 8/2] is a document titled Cycling Options 
for the London Road Corridor Devizes. It proposes an alternative 
cycling route that runs broadly parallel with London Road on the South 
East side.  
 
The options to fund the improvements can come from Local Highways 
and Footpaths Improvement Group (LHFIG) or the Air Quality and 
Sustainable Transport Group as these small improvements would fit 
into the types of projects that they are set up to fund. It is understood 
that Chippenham have worked with their area board and their LHFIG to 
make cycling more inclusive by removing barriers on cycle paths. 
Cycle Friendly Devizes is seeking support from Devizes Town Council 
to implement the change. 
 
Options Considered 
 

The Committee needs to decide if Devizes Town Council will  
support the development of an alternative cycle route to London 
Road and lead on the delivery of the project. 

 
Implications and Risks  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 Whilst the report gives indicative prices for work at this time 

officers are unaware of the full costs and what grant funding the 
project will attract. 

  
Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  
 The Council will be considering this matter under its General 

Power of Competence 
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 Environmental Implications 
 Officers are unaware of any environmental implication for the 

Council associated with this decision. 
 
 Risk Assessment  
  Officers are unaware of any risk implication for the Council 

associated with this decision. 
 
 Crime and Disorder 

Officers are not aware of any issues the Council should consider 
under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder act 1998. 
 

 
9. REPORT FOR DECISION – WILDLIFE WARNING SIGNS NEAR THE 

CRAMMER OUTSIDE MORRISONS 
 

Recommendation 
That the Committee considers supporting a request for wildlife warning 
signage near the Crammer. 
 
Purpose of the Report 
To review the request for wildlife warning signage near the Crammer. 
 
Background 
 
Officers have received a Highway Request Improvement Form [Doc 
9/1] from a local resident asking for wildlife warning signage to be 
placed near the Crammer. 
 
In the request the resident feels that the wildlife of The Crammer, in 
particular the swans, are at great risk of being involved (or causing) 
traffic accidents because of their tendency to wander or fly into the 
adjoining roads. For instance, there was an accident on Sunday 5th 
February 2023 where a swan apparently flew into a passing car. As 
such, residents feel that the issue is a matter of urgency without being 
tied up in bureaucracy.   
 

Attached to the agenda [Doc 9/2] is 
a more detailed email from the   
resident. It gives details of an 
example from Corsham Town 
Council, which she feels could be 
followed as an exemplar. 

 
 
 
 
 
The example is a wild fowl, likely in a ‘road ahead’ sign which is 
designed for use where wildfowl are frequently found in the road. It can 
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be placed near ponds or rivers. Further examples of signs can be 
found attached here [Doc 9/3]. 
 
Options Considered 
 

The Committee needs to decide if it wishes to endorse the 
request, and whether this is something that should be dealt with 
by the Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group or 
undertaken as a local project.  

 
Implications and Risks  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 Any project sent to the Local Highways and Footpath 

Improvement Group within the parish may need to be financially 
supported by up to 25% of the cost, however should it be 
Council decide to undertake this as a local project, the cost is 
estimated at around £150 per sign would be met by the Town 
Council   

 
 Legal Implications and Legislative Powers  
 The Council will be considering this matter under its General 

Power of Competence 
  
 Environmental Implications 
 Officers are unaware of any environmental implication for the 

Council associated with this decision. 
 
 Risk Assessment  
  Officers are unaware of any risk implication for the Council 

associated with this decision. 
 
 Crime and Disorder 

Officers are not aware of any issues the Council should consider 
under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder act 1998. 
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10. QUESTION TIME 
 
A short time is allowed at the discretion of the Chairman for councillors 
to ask questions on matters which are not on the current agenda but 
which are related to matters which have been previously discussed on 
an agenda relevant to the Committee.  
 
At least 24 hours’ notice must be given to officers of the intended 
question.  All other matters should be raised on an agenda and the 
request should be submitted though the Town Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

TOWN CLERK 
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Doc 5/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to PL/2022/05360 
Link to PL/2023/00583 
Link to PL/2023/00709 
Link to PL/2023/00918 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000018bWq6AAE/pl202205360
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000019pP6TAAU/pl202300583
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000019pf6yAAA/pl202300709
https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0i3z000019q6fjAAA/pl202300918
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Doc 6/1 
 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS WHICH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL HAVE EITHER 
GRANTED OR REFUSED PLANNING PERMISSION 
 

 

Reference Details Applicant Devizes 
Town 
Council 
Response 

Granted or 
Refused 

PL/2022/09239 Single storey 
extension to 
Dwelling at 2 Caird 
Lawns 

Mr Shane 
Evans 

No objection 
21/12/2022 

Granted 
27/01/2023 

PL/2022/07041 The construction of 
one detached 
dwelling and 
associated 
infrastructure at 
Land off 
Waiblingen Way - 
resubmission of 
application 
PL/2022/02555 

Mr Khan ‘Devizes 
Town 
Council 
rejects the 
resubmission 
for the 
construction 
of a pair of 
semi-
detached 
dwellings on 
the grounds 
of a lack of 
external 
amenity 
space and 
lack of 
privacy with 
window 
overlooking 
two adjoining 
flats which 
contradictory 
to Core 
Strategy 
57/7’ 
13/10/2022 

Granted 
27/01/2023 

PL/2022/09457 Replacement of 
existing single 
storey conservatory 
structure at The 
Crown, SN10 1EA 

Mr Phillip 
Eustice 

No objection 
04/01/2023 

Granted 
30/01/2023 

PL/2022/09567 Replacement of 
existing single 
storey conservatory 
structure at The 
Crown, SN10 1EA 

Mr Phillip 
Eustice 

No objection 
04/01/2023 

Granted 
30/01/2023 
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Doc 8/1 
 

Making Cycling in Devizes Safer and Inclusive 

Introduction 

The public are telling us that they do not feel safe cycling around Devizes in particular, along 
London Road. Cycle Friendly Devizes (CDF) has collected evidence from the public at events 
such as The Well Being on the Green, Devizes Sustainability Fair and LCWIP promotional 
event at Corn exchange. Feeling unsafe stops people from cycling and what would make 
them feel safer is segregated cycle paths and reducing speed limits to 20mph on streets. 
Additionally the public would like to see existing cycle infrastructure improved. 

CFD investigated an alternative route to using London Road. This was mapped and assessed 
using the cycling level of service tool of LTN 1/20. The results were shared with the Air 
Quality and Sustainable Transport Group   and passed to Highways to be assessed, July 
2021.  

Since then, the focus has been on creating a draft LCWIP for Devizes. It is understood that 
the main purpose of the LCWIP is to have major cycle infrastructure schemes that Wiltshire 
Council can use to put in bids to Active Travel England to fund. These would be very large, 
expensive projects and would take a long delivery time. 

It’s time to bring focus back onto the identified alternative London Road route which has a 
few issues that make it difficult and inaccessible for all legitimate users, including those who 
use a non -standard bike.  There are small improvements, such as barrier removal, which can 
be achieved relatively quickly, easily and cheaply compared to a segregated route on the 
London Road. This can address the immediate safety issues of cycling along the London Road 
by providing another option. The route joins up parks and residential areas that children and 
parents can use, with all the benefits that active travel brings. It would also benefit those 
with disabilities by removing barriers to cycling and walking and offering equality of access. 

In light of the policies below, increasing cycling in Devizes would bring benefits more widely 
to the community. If short journeys into town by car were replaced with cycling or walking, 
then air pollution and congestion could reduce. The community’s wellbeing would improve 
with more active and sustainable travel and business would benefit from increased  trade . 

 

Policies 

The government have a bold vision to increase active travel as set out in Gear Change and 
want to see a future half of all journeys in towns and cities are cycled or walked.  

It has also set out in Decarbonising Transport, a Better Greener Britain how it will invest £2 
billion over five years with the aim that half of all journeys in towns and cities will be cycled 
or walked by 
2030 plus deliver a world class cycling and walking network. 

 The Equality Act and public sector equality duty means that public bodies have to consider 
all individuals when delivering services so that it meets the needs of disabled persons and 
advances equality if opportunity. 

https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=163&MId=13881&Ver=4
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=163&MId=13881&Ver=4
https://www.cyclinguk.org/briefing/case-cycling-economy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
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Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2019-2022   
This shared strategy aims to improve the health and wellbeing of the local population and 
reduce 
inequalities. aid prevention of ill health and wellbeing, by enabling local accessibility and 
opportunities for active travel. 

Air Quality Strategy for Wiltshire 2019-2024 identifies 8 air quality management areas 
(AQMA), of which Devizes is one. It recognises the impacts of pollution on the health and 
wellbeing of residents and seeks to improve air quality by working with local communities 
and individuals to take action. 

Devizes Town Council Strategic Plan 2018-2023 sets a local objective to encourage 
community wellbeing by providing opportunities for the community to lead active lives has 
clear wellbeing benefits whatever their age. 
 

 

 The Route 

Is described and assessed in the accompanying document. The main improvements to draw 
attention to are 

• Removal of barriers 

• Widening shared paths 

• All weather surfaces 

• Signposting 

Additionally, a speed limit reduction on Windsor Drive to 30mph, which is recommended in 
the draft Devizes LCWIP (Nov 2022) and a crossing to make safe where the alternative route 
and NCR4 meet Winsor Drive. 

 
It is understood that the route transverses two Councils, Bishops Canning and Devizes Town. 
I also understand that BCPC are keen to promote cycling within the Parish and beyond for all 
residents who may live in one Parish, but shop or go to school in another. 

 
The options to fund the improvements can come from Local Highways and Footpaths 
Improvement Group (LHFIG) or the Air Quality and Sustainable Transport Group as these 
small improvements would fit into the types of projects that they are set up to fund. 
Chippenham have worked with the area board and their LHFIG to make cycling more 
inclusive by removing barriers on cycle paths. 

It is very much hoped that this proposal is considered, supported and taken forward for 
implementation by the Town Council. I look forward to working together to make Devizes an 
inclusive cycling community and improve the safety of all those who chose to cycle or walk 
around our town. 

 
Catherine Read 

Lead for Cycle Friendly Devizes 

Sustainable Devizes 

https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s192532/Health%20and%20Wellbeing%20Board%20Strategy.pdf
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s170639/Appendix%201%20Wiltshire%20Air%20Quality%20Strategy%20Document.pdf
https://www.devizes-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/DTC_Strategic_Plan_2018-2023.pdf
https://www.plotaroute.com/route/1353022?units=km
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wuzI-ncrb7lcFw253LMKOljeJgazyVNx
https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/23061083.cycle-chippenham-remove-barriers-cycling-grant/
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Doc 8/2 

 

Proposal for improvements on cycle routes to make accessible for all 

users and comply with the public sector equality duty. 

 

Costings from Wiltshire Council ‘Guidance notes for Local Highway & Footway Improvement 

Groups (LHFIGs)’ April 2022 

 

Le Marchant Park 

Removal of barriers at Eastern end replace with bollard giving 1.5m clearance (approx cost 

£750) 

 

Removal of barriers at western end replace with bollard giving 1.5m clearance (approx cost 

£750) 

  

Signposting (£300 per warning or regulatory sign, not sure about ped/cycling signs) 

Widen path for shared use with all weather, tarmac surface (£250.00 per meter) 
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Windsor Drive 

Provide a crossing point on Windsor Drive (approx. cost zebra crossing £28,000-£43,000, 

Toucan £120,000) 

Surface ‘desire line’ path through the hedge and into the car park (250.00 per meter) 

 

 

Park 
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Add signs at either end and at the junction (approx. £300 per sign) 

 

Remove the barriers and replace with bollard leaving 1.5m clearance at the junction to the 

canal (approx. £750.00 ) 
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Shared footway/cycleway between Wadworth and Dowse Road 

               Upgrade to a shared footpath and cycle way (approx. £250.00 per meter) 

Jan 2023 
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Doc 9/1 

Highways Improvement Request Form 
 

Contact Details 
 

Name: S Noseda Date: 06/02/2023 

Address: Southbroom Road, Devizes 

Telephone No: 07 

Email Address:  

  

 

Issue Details 
 

Location of Issue: The Crammer and surrounding roads 

Community Area: Devizes 

Parish or Town Council: Devizes  

Nature of Issue: 

 
The wildlife of The Crammer, in particular the swans, are at great risk of being 
involved (or causing) traffic accidents because of their tendency to wander or 
fly into the adjoining roads. A swan was killed in such an accident on Sunday 
5th February 2023 by apparently flying into a passing car.  I would like this to 
be addressed and resolved as a matter of urgency without being tied up in 
bureaucracy.  Perhaps the example from Corsham Town Council could be 
followed as an exemplar of dealing with such an emotive subject by engaging 
with residents to try to take action to reduce the risks. 

How long has it been an 
issue? 

Years 

What would you like done to resolve this issue?  

I, any many others, would like to see some form of signage on the 
roads and pavements adjoining The Crammer. This would help to alert 
drivers and pedestrians to the likelihood of swans or other wildfowl 
suddenly appearing on the road with the subsequent high risk of 
accidents.  Other local authorities have faced similar problems and 
have made efforts to minimise the risk by putting up signage to warn 
drivers and remind pedestrians of the appearance of swans or geese 
etc. in their path.  This will clearly not prevent the swans walking or 
flying out on to the road but, at least, it will alert the humans who might 
inadvertently cause them so much harm and upset to other humans. 

Have you been in touch with your local Wiltshire 
Councillor? (Yes/No) 

No 

 

Town or Parish Council Comments: (To be completed by Town or Parish Council only) 
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Doc 9/2 
 
Good afternoon                                                                                     
 
I’m sure you will be aware of the tragic accident on Sunday when one of the 
swans from The Crammer was fatally hit by a car on the A361, London Road. 
It goes without saying that this is a terribly distressing incident for the driver, 
onlookers and for all the hundreds of people in Devizes and beyond who 
enjoy seeing and visiting the swans and other wildfowl on The Crammer.  
Evidence of this is easily seen in the various Facebook groups and pages 
where people have been expressing their concern about the death of the 
swan and their awareness of the problems caused by traffic on the adjoining 
road creating dangers for wildlife, drivers and pedestrians alike. 
 
Many local people have commented that there would be some benefit to 
displaying warning signs to cars and to pedestrians of the presence of the 
swans, geese and ducks, to raise awareness of their presence and the fact 
that they might suddenly appear in the road. I believe that most people are 
aware that such warning signage will not necessarily prevent the swans from 
walking or flying into the road but, at the very least, it might forewarn humans 
that there is a risk of such an event happening and to be prepared. I have 
discussed this online with Councillor Iain Wallis who expressed that a request 
for warning signage would be a very long process, likely to take 18 months to 
2 years, assuming that it was even supported in the first case. 
 
However, I would like to make such a formal request for Devizes Town 
Council to look at the provision of warning signs around The Crammer.  I 
cannot see that there is any argument that signage around The Green would 
be too distracting, when there are frequently very large signs advertising 
forthcoming events or recruitment drives for the Fire Service, etc. placed 
along the various adjoining roads.  If they were not considered to be 
dangerous distractions then smaller, carefully placed warning signs should 
certainly also be accepted.  Such signs would be positioned around The 
Crammer purely for safety and to advise drivers and pedestrians of possible 
wildlife obstacles or sudden events. 
 
I am also aware that there is some sort of Working Party looking at The 
Crammer and I’m unsure if their remit is solely the condition of the water and 
the wildfowl living there or if safety concerns such as this will also fall within 
their jurisdiction. In any case, I would request that this matter is more urgent 
and needs action now, whether this is the responsibility of the Town Council 
or, if it is for the County Council to then refer it to them for their urgent 
attention.  I include a quote referring to a very similar swan accident in 
Derbyshire in 2017.  You will see that the swan was killed by a car in June 
2017 and action was taken straight away by the County Council to look at 
warning signs. Less than 6 months later, the County Council had put up 
warning signs to help protect the wildlife in the area.  This shows that urgent 
and relevant action can be taken quickly and that the Council gained respect 
from local residents by their prompt and compassionate action. 
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”A spokesperson for Derbyshire County Council said: “Putting up warning 
signs that ducks might be around is something we can consider. We will send 
an officer to have a look to see if it is needed at this junction.” June 2017 
A spokesman from Derbyshire County Council said: "We have put the signs 
up after calls from residents to help protect the wildlife in the area. 
"We know it was a big concern for residents and we have listened." November 
2017.  Staffordshire Live. 
 
Some suggestions for signage have been provided by local residents and are 
also attached to this email. Some of the attachments also feature swan 
warning signs from other local authorities and include the traffic sign for 
warning of wildfowl. Perhaps the most relevant and interesting attachment is 
the photo of the warning sign from Corsham where they face a very similar 
problem with the free roaming peacocks. With the knowledge that these birds 
also feature strongly in the character, history and affections of residents and 
visitors, the Council used this as an opportunity for some community 
engagement by, firstly, recognising the importance of the situation to the town 
and, secondly, involving school children in the design of the signage gaining 
both credit from local residents and the local media.  This would be a very 
good example for Devizes Town Council to follow. 
None of this urgent situation with traffic awareness negates or dilutes the 
various other problems with The Crammer such as water quality, wildlife 
welfare, management of a local much loved town feature, but presumably 
these are all matters which are being investigated by the Working Party, 
although the public are not updated on any of their research or areas of 
investigation or specialists involved (which could be considered a large bonus 
in terms of community engagement).  But the death of a swan in such a tragic 
event is not to be considered as just another dead bird to be binned and 
dismissed.  There really should be a recognition of this event as being much 
more important to the people of Devizes, and that we are looking to the Town 
Council to appreciate our concerns, to act quickly and to act as our 
representatives who share the same compassion and concern that we do. 
Please could you put this request on the Agenda of whichever Council 
Meeting is relevant and timely.  In the spirit of transparency and community 
engagement, I will put a copy of this request on one or more of the local 
Facebook pages so that people who might be interested (and I believe that 
there are many) will be aware of my request and can take the opportunity to 
be involved with the matter or follow its progress, if they like.  
If you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Regards 
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